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the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and thirty-second.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 8262 of May 29, 2008
Caribbean-American Heritage Month, 2008

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Caribbean-American Heritage Month is an opportunity to show our ap-
preciation for the many ways Caribbean Americans have contributed to
our country.

Caribbean Americans have helped to shape our national fabric with
their vibrant traditions and their unique history. They have brightened
our lives with the spirit and vitality of their culture. Through strong
leadership and pride in their heritage, they have enriched America. In
all walks of life, they have contributed their many talents and added
to our Nation’s development and prosperity.

We especially show our gratitude for the men and women of Caribbean
descent who have served bravely in our Armed Forces and those still
serving today. These heroes have answered a call greater than self, and
we keep them in our thoughts and prayers.

During June, we celebrate and recognize the Caribbean Americans
whose determination and hard work have helped make our country a
better place.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 2008
as Caribbean-American Heritage Month. I encourage all Americans to
learn more about the history and culture of Caribbean Americans and
their contributions to our Nation.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
ninth day of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and thirty-second.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 8263 of May 29, 2008
National Homeownership Month, 2008

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

For many Americans, owning a home represents freedom, independ-
ence, and the American dream. During National Homeownership
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Month, we highlight the benefits of owning a home and encourage our
fellow citizens to be responsible homeowners.

My Administration is committed to helping Americans achieve their
dreams of homeownership. We have worked to ensure that the mort-
gage industry is more transparent, reliable, and fair, and in order to
sustain homeownership, we have launched initiatives to help respon-
sible homeowners keep their homes. The FHASecure program has
given the Federal Housing Administration more flexibility in refi-
nancing mortgages for homeowners who have good credit histories but
cannot afford their current payments. In addition, the HOPE NOW Alli-
ance connects struggling homeowners with lenders, loan servicers, and
mortgage counselors to help families stay in their homes. Homeowners
deserve our help, and these initiatives assist those in need.

During National Homeownership Month and throughout the year, I en-
courage all Americans to take advantage of financial education oppor-
tunities to explore homeownership. My Advisory Council on Financial
Literacy is finding ways to help educate people from all walks of life
about matters pertaining to their finances and their futures. By prac-
ticing fiscal responsibility, Americans can contribute to the strength of
our neighborhoods and our country.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 2008
as National Homeownership Month. I call upon the people of the
United States to join me in recognizing the importance of homeowner-
ship and building a more prosperous future for themselves and their
communities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
ninth day of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and thirty-second.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 8264 of May 30, 2008
Black Music Month, 2008

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

America’s diverse musical heritage exemplifies the creativity and opti-
mism of our Nation. During Black Music Month, we celebrate the ex-
traordinary talents and creativity of African-American singers, musi-
cians, and composers whose achievements have enriched our culture
and enhanced our lives.

For generations, African-American artists have created music that com-
municates across racial boundaries and expresses both joy and sorrow.
When facing the cruelty of slavery and injustice, African Americans
lifted spirituals to the heavens, bringing comfort to troubled souls.
These timeless declarations of hope and faith evolved into the more
modern genres of gospel, blues, ragtime, and jazz, and they are given
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